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FEATURES AND LEARNING OBJECTIVES OF THE
“FOREIGN LANGUAGE” SUBJECT

Introduction

Over the past decades our world has become more interdependent and
new technologies have allowed us to work in close contact with people
all over the world. As relationships with countries grow, so does the need
to speak a foreign language.

The new generation needs to be both culturally and linguistically
prepared to function in today's world.




The main reasons for studying foreign languages

Foreign languages study creates more positive attitudes and less
prejudice toward people who are different.

Studying a foreign language will improve your chances of getting a
job.

Studying a new culture helps you meet new and interesting
people.

Dealing with another culture enables people to gain a more
profound understanding of their own culture.

e The study of foreign languages boots confidence.
e International travel is made easier and more pleasant through

knowing a foreign language.

Skills like problem solving, dealing with abstract concepts, are
increased when you study foreign language.

Foreign language study enhances one’s opportunities in
government, business, medicine, law, technology, military, industry,
marketing, etc.

A second language improves your skills and grades in maths and
English and on the SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test) ang GRE
(Graduate Record Examination).

e Analytical skills improve when students study a foreign language.
e Foreign languages provide a competitive edge in career choices:

one is able to communicate in a second language.

e Foreign language study enhances listening skills and memory.
e One participates more effectively and responsibly in a multicultural

world if one knows another language.

Your marketable skills in the global economy are improved if you
master another language.

Foreign language study offers a sense of the past: culturally and
linguistically.

The study of a foreign tongue improves the knowledge of one’s
own language: English vocabulary skills increase.

The study of foreign languages teaches and encourages respect
for other peoples: it fosters an understanding of the interrelation of
language and human nature.

Foreign languages expand one’s view of the world, liberalise one’s
experiences, and make one more flexible and tolerant.



Foreign languages expand one’s world view and limit the barriers

between people: barriers cause distrust and fear.

Foreign language study will completely chance your travelling

experience.

One is at a distinct advantage in the global market if one is as

bilingual as possible.

Foreign languages open the door to art, music, dance, fashion,

cuisine, film, philosophy, science...

Foreign language study is simply part of a very basic liberal

education: to “educate” is to lead out, to lead out of confinement
and narrowness and darkness.




Modern and classical languages

Language is how we communicate. It is how we express ourselves to
others.

Learning a second language broadens that ability to communicate and
has become a vital skill in our interconnected global world. It deepens
our understanding of other countries and their cultures. Not only does
learning a second language increase your interpersonal and analytical
skills, it opens the doors to many career opportunities that may take you
across the globe.

There are a lot of languages in the world: modern and classical, and
among these languages English is considered to be a global language.

LANGUAGE OF THE WORLD



English as a Global Language

Globally, English is the most popular language, spoken by
almost the majority of the countries. According to the statistics,
nearly half of the world population is well-versed in this
language. It is proved by many native and non-native speakers
that English is an efficient language worldwide. Moreover,
compared to other languages, English is easier to learn. For
example, unlike Chinese, English has only 26 alphabets that
form words, and several English words are borrowed from other
languages.

English is considered a global language because it is spoken
and understood at an international level by a wide variety of
people. Globally, English has the most speakers who speak
English either as a first or second language.

Since the middle of the last century,the English language has
been flooding other languages with its words.

Of course,each of the European languages gave others the
words of a certain sphere:ltalian enriched others with musical
terms,French gave words related to clothing and cosmetics,
German shared lexical units

Absolutely all Europeans dragged suitcases of words for
science, art and just everyday life from Greek as well as Latin

The Triumph of the English words began with sports words,
and then it went on :the film industry,street food business,
computers, subcultures....

Of course, the dominance of new words of English origin was
welcomed by all nations. The French actively resisted and
even saved their own word “ordinateur” instead of
“computer’adopted by the majority of languages.



But a thousand years before;thing were quite different: the
ancestors of the French having conquered the Foggy
Albion,replenished and changed 30% of the English language.

In general English had great opportunities to borrow forein
words after direct contact.

It is estimated that the number of native words in the English
Dictionaries are only about 30%.

The English language is a mixture of tongues. It retains some
traces of Celtic, but also contains some words from old
German,Latin and old Norse. In addition, English also contains
a lot of French words.

Modern English can be divided into four quarters:

1.0riginal English words,related to the Dutch.

2.Words of Latin origin.

3.Words of French origin.

4 .Words from all other languages: Greek, Italian, Spanish,
Maldivian, Russian, Hebrew, Japanese.

MAP REVEALS THE BEST LANGUAGES TO SPEAK

Speak and write English , and the world will hear you.Speak
or write Tamil or Portuguese, and you may have a harder time
getting your message out.Now , a new method for mapping
how information flows around the globe identifies the best
languages to spread your ideas far and wide.
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In the networks, English has the most transmissions to and
from other languages and is the most central hub.

Some Languages with large populations of speakers, such as
Mandarin, Hindi and Arabic ,are relatively isolated in theses
networks. This means that fewer communications in those
languages reach speakers of other languages.Meanwhile, a
language like Dutch spoken by 27 million people can be a
disproportionately large conduit, compared with a language
like Arabic,which has a whopping 530 million native and second
-language speakers. This is because the Dutch are very
multilingual and very online.

The network maps show what is already widely known.If you
want to get your ideas out, you can reach a lot of people
through the English language.These networks are revealed in
detail at the study’s website.

For non-English speakers,the choice of English as second or
third language is an obvious one.For English speakers,the
analysis suggests it would be more advantageous to choose
Spanish over Chinese- at least if they’re spending their ideas
through writing.



INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT THE ENGLISH
LANGUAGE (and why you might want to learn!)

British colonialism began the spread of English around the
world

The English language has similarities with both French
and German as its first forms were originally brought to
Britain by German settlers,and later influenced by the
Normans, who spoke a language closely related to
French.

Latin and Greek words have been added to the English
language after the birth and spread of Christianity.

In more than 100 countries, including China, Russia,
GermanyAnd Egypt,English is the main foreign language
taught at schools.

One in six people in the world speak English.750 million of
them do not come from an English speaking countries!

The Oxford English Dictionary offers over 500 000 words.
In addition ,it is estimated to be up to 500 000 technical
and scientific terms that are not included in it.
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e Half of scientific and technical journals in the world are
published in English.

e 80% of all the information stored on computers worldwide
is stored in the English medium.

e English is the main language used on the Internet .It is
also the language that 75% of the word’s mail and cables
are made with.
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Conclusion

English is the most helpful language globally, and its “universal
language” status proves that fact. Learning anything new can
be time-consuming. However, irrespective of where you come
from, learning English will open an array of opportunities for
you.

It's always good to learn a new language. English is the
business language, so learning English will make the road
ahead more accessible for you if you want to start a business.
We can safely say that learning English will add value to your
life with all that in mind.
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